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Welcome to 8th Grade American History              

Mr. Ruggini
O. Henry Middle School

Teacher: Jeff Ruggini

Email: Jeffrey.ruggini@austinisd.org
Classroom: P-1


Phone:  841-4511
Website: ohenryruggini.weebly.com
Mr. Shack Tutorials:  Mondays 3:30-4:30
Mr. Ruggini Tutorials: Mon-Wed Lunch/Before school by appointment
Mr. Drummond Tutorials: Wed Lunch (Fall)  TBD (Spring) 

Welcome to the 2014-2015 school year!  I am looking forward to taking us all on a journey through our Nation’s history, from the first Americans to Reconstruction.  Eighth grade students take an end-of-the-year STAAR test in American History. We want all of our students to be successful and I know if we work together, we’ll meet our goals.  

Texts: Creating America: A History of the United States, Beginnings through Reconstruction;  McDougal Littell, 2003

History Alive! The United States; Teacher’s Curriculum Institute, 2002

Grading: 
Homework – 10%

Exams/Quizzes – 45%

Mini-projects/Classwork – 45%

Late Assignments: Late assignments will lose 10 points for each day late.  Assignments four or more days late will not be accepted.

Supplies: Please bring the following to class by the first block period:
· A composition notebook (College-Ruled for Pre-AP, Wide-Ruled for On-Level) 
· Two large glue sticks OR 4-5 smaller size glue sticks
· Pencils & Black/Blue Pens 
· Colored Pencils

· Flash drive by September  
· Pencil/Supply Bag              

Syllabus 2011-2012
1st Six Weeks

· U.S. Geography

· European Exploration

· British Colonization – Early forms of Government

· Constitution Day (September 17)

2nd Six Weeks

· British Colonization – Comparison of Colonial Regions

· Causes of the American Revolution
3rd Six Weeks

· American Revolution

· Declaration of Independence

· Articles of Confederation

4th Sixth Weeks

· Constitutional Convention of 1787
· Ratification of the U.S. Constitution
· The U.S. Constitution 1789-1815
· Political Developments in the New Republic
· War of 1812
5th Sixth Weeks

· The Industrial Revolution

· Jacksonian Democracy

· Manifest Destiny

· Reform Movements

· Writers and Artists of the 19th Century

· Causes of the Civil War

6th Six Weeks

· Civil War

· Reconstruction

· Review/STAAR preparation

